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Arms trade and superpower interests lead to the escalation of the Syrian crisis
The civil war began in Syria in 2011 in the aftermath of a wave of protests against the government of President Bashar al-Asad and the single ruling Baath party, which erupted in a follow-up to the Arab spring. Since then, the protests have evolved into long-running violence and fighting between armed anti-government forces and the military. This, in essence, is the classic case of destabilisation of a regime aimed at opening up the new space for legal and illegal trade in arms. We are witnessing not only the intervention of other states in the Syrian territory without a UN mandate but also the clear agreement on the provision of military aid to the official regime by Russia.
A few facts and figures: the number of the dead – 470 thousand. The number of the injured – 1.9 million. Economic losses – 255 billion dollars. Life expectancy – dropped from 70.5 to 55.4 years. These hard facts and figures demonstrate the destruction caused to Syria by the five-year war. They were published by the Syrian Political Research Centre. In addition to causing this enormous damage, the war has significantly destabilised the entire region. Some Western countries still consider even direct military intervention in Syria, which could engender a conflict of much greater proportions, should Syria’s ally Iran take its side. 
The war has thus far been going on as a media-fencing match the stakes in which, however, are life or death. Besides slandering each other in the media, the USA and Russia seem to be gradually heading towards outright military confrontation. The recent bombing by the U.S. of Syrian government forces in the town of Deir al Zour, which made 62 victims and was allegedly due to a mistake that was repeated four times, can hardly be considered to demonstrate peaceful interests. In turn, Russia carried out an attack on Wednesday, 21 September, launching a “Kaliber” cruise missile from a Russian warship in the Mediterranean and hitting the American coordination centre located in Dar Ezza near Aleppo. About 20 officers, both of U.S. and other nationalities, died in the attack. 
The International Peace Committee, therefore, expresses its serious concern about this course of events that could lead to further escalation of the conflict up to the global level. It urges all the countries involved in the conflict to stop supplying weapons to Syrian rebels and ISIL and thus force them to take a seat at the negotiating table. 
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